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The Voice of the Valley 

   The Valley View 

Valley Service Center 
 

Office: 925-829-3160 
 

24-hour Hotline:  
925-829-0666 

 

Toll Free 24 hours:  
888-859-3230 

 

Email: in-
fo@trivalleyaa.org 

 

Website: 
www.trivalleyaa.org 

Something to Celebrate 
 

In the Big Book, there’s a line that says, “We are people who normally 
would not mix.”  Tradition Ten specifically tells us that we have “no opin-

ion on outside issues.”  The Preamble reminds us that our primary purpose 

is to “stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.”  I thank my 
creator that this is so, or else I would have missed the opportunity to make 

two new friends, gain a sponsee and re-read the Big Book. 
 

One night a married couple from another country came to our AA meeting.  

It’s a special interest meeting for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people, but we practice the Third Tradition here.  The couple, who came 

here form Iran, felt really welcome and comfortable, and they made our 
meeting their home group. 

 

I am a Jewish lesbian from New York.  The new members and I have 
shared many things about the program as well as personal things over the 

past 10 months.  One might think Jews and Iranians are supposed to be en-
emies because of who we are and the histories of our countries.  Well, I can 

thank my creator again that those issues are not part of our AA program. 

 
The husband recently celebrated seven years of sobriety and I had the priv-

ilege of presenting him with a cake.  However, I only had Hanukkah can-
dles that day.  The man form Iran accepted the cake from this Jewish lesbi-

an and happily blew out the candles. 

 
If not for AA, we would never have met each other and shared so much joy.  

I now have good friends from another part of the world.  We get to trudge 
this road together. 

 

Ilene M. 
Las Cruces, N.M.  
 
Copyright © The AA Grapevine, Inc. (May, 2017). Reprinted with permission.   

There are 2  Volunteer positions available  
at the Valley Service Center: 

  
1st Mon. of every month 5:00—7:00 
3rd Sat. of every month 12:30—2:30 

 
Please contact the Valley Service Center if interested. 
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This is the Recap of the Valley Intergroup Service Council  meeting held in February. For complete minutes for this 
month’s meeting, please visit the VSC Web Page at www.trivalleyaa.org 

INTERGROUP REPRESENTATIVES REPORT (RECAP) 

MEETING May 1, 2017 
 

MONTHLY and/or One Time ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Summer VISC Picnic has been confirmed for Aug 19th  12:00pm at Amador Valley Community Park, 4301 Black 

Ave, Pleasanton.  Itõs time to start planning.  The specific volunteer positions listed below:   

May 6 th is History Day held by EBYPAA.  3 out of town speakers will be sharing their amazing AA story.   Flyer 

with full details is on our web site www.trivalleyaa.org  

EBYPAA summer campout will be held the 2 nd  weekend in July, Caloma Ca.  

PI/CPC is looking for a volunteer to research companies, institutions who could use the services that PI/CPC 

provides.  

PI/CPC has numerous opportunities for speakers.  Get involved and pick and choose what dates you 

are available to help.  Itõs as easy as a one time commitment or as often as you desire.  PLEASE call 

Randy H. to get involved.  510 -314-1313       Head Contact for PI/CPC  To volunteer:  

SONYA@EASTBAYAA.ORG 

GSR potluck!! Our delegate will tell us all about what happened in NYC on Monday, May 22 nd  in Castro Valley 

before the regular GSR meeting.  All are welcome to attend.  

NCCAA will be hosting the conference in Mar. 2018 at the San Ramon Marriot for the last time due to stagger-

ing conference facility prices.  Our own Robert G. has been chosen as the Chairman of the conference.   

Sacramento NCCAA conference in Sacramento is June 9 -11, 2017.   See www.norcalaa.org  for full details.  

If youõve never been, treat yourself.  You wonõt regret it !! 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Volunteer Opportunities:  

H&I is in great need of volunteers to speak at meeting, secretaries for meetings and more.   You 

can pick and choose how often you are able to be of service.  See your H & I Rep for specific 

details.   There is an H&I conference in San Jose May 5 -7.   Your Rep will have the details.  

ALL Intergroup service opportunities have been filled.  Thank you everybody for your service!!  

Contact for PI/CPC  To volunteer CONTACT:  SONYA@EASTBAYAA.ORG 

BUSINESS MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Picnic Group Participation positions:  Please take these to your meetingõs Business meeting and 

come to IG next month with your top 2 choices and willingness to help where the help is need-

ed.  1 st planning meeting will be held at the Valley Service Center, June 21 st @ 6:30pm 

Raffle  

Food and Cooking  

Set-up  

Greeters  

Sound  

Side dishes 

Beverages  

Clean -up  

Literature  

Desserts 

Please review contribution status to make sure your groups money has been reported correctly.  

Checks received by the last day of any month will be shown for that month  

NOTE:  Check our website for fliers, Valley View and other information. 

http://Trivalleyaa.org   

http://www.norcalaa.org
http://Trivalleyaa.org
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Group Contributions  
If information shown in this table does not agree with your groupôs treasurerôs report, please contact the Valley Service Cen-
ter.  If your group does not appear in the list below, no contributions have been received for the months shown.  Please note 
the months covered in the table below are for the current fiscal year. 

 
 

I am responsible. 

When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help,  

I want the hand of A.A. always to be there.  

And for that, I am responsible! 

“...Self-supporting through our own contributions …” 
 
  The A.A. groups themselves ought to be fully supported by the voluntary contributions of their own 
members. We think that each group should soon achieve this ideal; that any public solicitation of funds 
using the name of Alcoholics Anonymous is highly dangerous, whether by groups, clubs, hospitals, or 
other outside agencies; that acceptance of large gifts from any source, or of contributions carrying any 
obligation whatever, is unwise.  Then too, we view with much concern those A.A. treasuries which con-
tinue, beyond prudent reserves, to accumulate funds for no stated A.A. purpose. Experience has often 
warned us that nothing can so surely destroy our spiritual heritage as futile disputes over property, mon-
ey, and authority. 
 

Long form of Tradition 7 
From Appendix I in the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Upcoming Events and 

Save the Date 
 

And we thought life was going to be ñdull, glum, and boring!  Surprise!  There are so many 
events happening in the AA Community in the next few months!   

 

33rd Annual Womenõs AA Symposium 

Saturday Aug. 5th / 8:30 am—3:00 pm 
Pleasant Hill Community Center 

 

Unity & Service Conference  

August 18—20, 2017 
Concord Hilton 

 
Flyers for many of these events can be found in this issue of the Valley View  

and on the VSC web page at trivalleyaa.org 
 
 

If your group has an upcoming event that you would like mentioned in the Valley View,  
please send information to the Valley View Editor at ValleyView@trivalleyaa.org no later than 

the fifteenth of the previous month.   
 

Flyers can be forwarded to the webmaster for publication on the Valley Service Center web 
page at anytime. Forward them to webmaster@trivalleyaa.org 
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Meeting Location Changes 
 

 

If your meeting has relocated or had any changes to its format, time, etc. Please be sure to con-

tact the Valley Service Center.  We recommend that you check on the meetings you attend to as-

sure that the information that we have on file is accurate. Information for your meeting can be 

found at trivalleyaa.org and on the Meeting Guide app. 
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Why Register for an AA Conference or Event? 
 

If there are “no dues or fees” for AA membership, why do conferences and events charge a registration fee? AA confer-
ences are self-supporting. No group money is used to pay for the event. The cost of the event is paid through registration 
fees and the 7th Tradition. Attendance is voluntary and as responsible AA members “We are self supporting through our 
own contributions” and “We do pay our own way.” Registration costs for an AA conference help pay for the expenses of 
the event.  This may include, but is not limited to, costs for the facility, covering expenses to bring in speakers from other 
areas, etc. Please help us carry the message to as many people as possible by registering and giving generously in the bas-
ket.  

Does your Group or Fellowship have an  
upcoming event?   

 

Send information or flyers to the  
Valley View Editor at 

 

ValleyView@trivalleyaa.org 

 

D C M C Corner  (District Committee Member Chair) 
I just left the Post-Conference assembly and got the report from our delegate Joann L. about what went on in 
New York at the 67th General Service Conference. You can hear from her at our District 70 meeting on May 
22nd, in Castro Valley. Here are some early highlights of what happened in New York where 93 Delegates, 25 
Trustees and 15 voting staff members met for just over a week in April. 
 
One everyoneôs mind was how the Fellowship responded to last yearôs Feasibility Study. In 2016, group contri-
butions increased by 11%, and the anticipated shortfall has been averted temporarily. If GSO continues to re-
ceive this level of support, AA may for the first time in its history become self-supporting. The shortfall between 
contributions and expenses (still around $2 million)  has historically been made up from the sale of literature. 
Last year 954,000 Big books were sold and total literature receipts were more than $13.4 million (up 5% from 
2015) 
 
Last year it cost GSO an average of $7.27 per member to support the fellowship. There is now a grass roots 
movement among many members to send individual donations of $7.27 on July 27th (7/27), or some are choos-
ing to send it on June 10th (Founderôs Day) to: 

General Service Office 
Box 459 

Grand Central Station 
New York, NY 10163 

  
Of the 66,336 groups that are listed with the GSO, only 27,542 (41.5%) contributed anything at all to the Gen-
eral Service Officeôs operations. While there are groups that chose not to list with GSO, 1,020 new groups did 
list last year.  
 
In 2016, your General Service Office responded to more than 90,000 letters, the aa.org website got over 13 mil-
lion visits and over 1,000 hits per day were received on the tab for ñNeed help with a Drinking Problem,ò Grape-
vine distributed 91,528 pieces of literature, and 2,520 lucky visitors were welcomed at the office in New York. 
After all this, it is helpful to remember that we really have only one mission, in the words of Joel C, our Pacific 
Regional Trustee, ñThe test of anything we do in AA is, does what weôre doing help drunks? Nothing else 
counts.ò  
  
In Love and Service, 
Don Zimmerman 
District 70 Chair 
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New Meeting in Pleasanton!! 
 

Happy Joyous and Free is a meeting that started in Feb. 

on Thursdays from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Crosswinds 

Church 1660 Freisman Rd. Pleasanton.  This is a step 

study and they meet in the ñLevel Upò room.   

The following is a letter from the General Manager of our General Service Office in NY. 
 
 
Dear General Service Conference member, 
  
I’m writing to inform you of recent actions taken by the General Service Board and the A.A. World Services, Inc. Board of Directors to 
secure the 1939 Printer’s Copy of the manuscript of Alcoholics Anonymous, our Big Book. The Printer's Copy (also called the working 
manuscript) has handwritten notes from Bill W. and others and shows the evolution of what became the first published edition of the Big 
Book.  
  
The manuscript was gifted to A.A.W.S. by Barry L., an A.A. member, who had received the manuscript from Lois Wilson, the widow of 
Bill W., a co-founder of our Fellowship. Although A.A.W.S. possessed the letter in its files at the time of Barry L.’s death in 1985, no 
one within the organization was aware of the gift or of our right to ownership until the letter was found in our archives in 2007. 
  
We recently learned that the manuscript was going to appear at public auction in June. Because the manuscript undeniably belongs in the 
G.S.O. Archives, we have requested and were granted a temporary restraining order by New York State Supreme Court to prevent the 
manuscript from being sold. 
  
Pursuing litigation is not something to be taken lightly. As you know, within our Traditions and Concepts, and expressed succinctly in the 
Preamble is the principle that we shall do nothing to incite public controversy.  We focus strictly on carrying the message of recovery to 
still-suffering alcoholics and serving the A.A. groups.  However, as part of the General Service Board's and A.A.W.S.'s  fiduciary respon-
sibility and to protect and preserve the manuscript in our archives – for A.A. groups, individual members and for future generations – the 
Board took the action described above. 
  
It is important that the members of our Conference, as representatives of the A.A. groups of the United States and Canada, know what 
steps both A.A.W.S. and the General Service Board have taken.   
  
We ask that all inquiries you may receive concerning the Printer’s Copy of the manuscript of the Big Book be forwarded to the Public 
Information coordinator, Clay R. His direct line is 212-870-3119, and his email is publicinfo@aa.org. 
  
We have requested each trusted servant (trustee, delegate, director) and employee in our office to use common sense and discretion, and 
not to attempt to answer questions concerning this ongoing matter, but simply to refer questions to the P.I. desk of the General Service 
Office, as noted above. 
  
With gratitude for your service to Alcoholics Anonymous, 
  
Greg 
G. Gregory Tobin 
General Manager 
General Service Office of A.A. 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, New York  10115 
Direct: (212) 870-3145 
www.aa.org 



Valley Intergroup Contacts 
 

Valley Service Center Office Administrator 
Michelle C. 925-829-3160 
Info@trivalleyaa.org 

 

Intergroup Chairperson 
Kevin O. 408-591-3868 

 

Intergroup Secretary 
Anny O. 925-250-7537 

 

Hotline Chair 
Bob W. 925-948-9447 
hotline@trivalleyaa.org 

 

Outreach Chair 
Mike O. 925-413-3388 

 

PI/CPC Chair 
Randy H. 510-314-1313 

 

Special Events Chair 
Beth A. 925-829-8790 

 

Workshop Chair 
Denise B. 925-786-0072 

 

ACYPAA Liaison 

Service Position Available 
 

General ServiceðDistrict 70 Liaison 
Ami O. 510-376-2326 

 

H&I Liaison 
Joan T. 510-282-8587 

 

NCCAA Liaison 
Robert G. 650-520-5282 

 

Web Master 
Don B. 925-858-7783 

webmaster@trivalleyaa.org 
 

Valley Intergroup Service Council Chair 
Terry S. 925-997-7820 

 

Valley Intergroup Service Council Board 
Bonnie L. 408-656-4269 
Amy C. 925-321-3118 
Sue B. 925-548-1893 
Randy H. 510-314-1313 
Ann M. 503-490-5234 

 

Board Secretary 
Dale P.  

 

Valley View Editor 
Michele C. 

ValleyView@trivalleyaa.org 

Monthly Events for the TriValley Area 
¶ 1st Monday Intergroup Meeting. Orientation for  new 

Intergroup Reps 7:00 pm; Intergroup at 7:30pm, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton 

¶ 1st Wednesday H&I Meeting, Or ientation 7:00 pm 
General Meeting 7:30pm, 111 Fairmont Ave., Oakland  

¶ 1st Friday Fr iday Nite Live Bir thday Meeting, 
7:00 pm, St. Philips Church, 8850 Davona Dr, Dublin 

¶ 2nd Tuesday Tri Valley General Membership Meeting,  
7:00 pm, Tri Valley Fellowship 

¶ 2nd Saturday San Leandro Speaker /Bir thday Meeting,  
8:00 pm  

¶ 3rd Monday General Service Sub Distr ict Meeting,  
6:30 pm, Resurrection Lutheran Church, 7557 Amador 
Valley Blvd, Dublin 

¶ 3rd Wednesday PI/CPC Meeting 6:00 pm, 295 27th 
Street, Oakland 

¶ 3rd Saturday Saturday Night Live Speaker  Meeting,  
7:30 pm 20080 Redwood Rd, Castro Valley 

¶ 4th Saturday California Nor thern Coastal Area 06 
meeting Petaluma  www.cnca06.org 

¶ 4th Monday General Service Distr ict 70—GSR Sharing 
6:45 pm, Meeting 7:30 pm Faith Lutheran Church, Castro 
Valley 

¶ Last Monday VSC Board Meeting, 6:30 pm Valley 
Service Center, 6990 Village Parkway, Dublin 

¶ Last Tuesday Ladies Lifeline Bir thday Meeting, 6:30 pm, 
Trinity Lutheran, 1225 Hopyard, Pleasanton  

¶ Last Tuesday & Thursday Sunol Bir thday Meeting,  
7:30 pm, 143 Kilkare Road, Sunol 

¶ Last Wednesday Hilltop Bir thday Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Lynwood Methodist Church, 4466 Black Ave, Suite C, 
Pleasanton 

¶ Last Thursday Broken Elevator  Group studies the 
Tradition of the Month, 7:00 pm, Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore 

¶ Last Friday Bir thday meeting, San Ramon Community 
Center, 12 noon, 12501 Alcosta Blvd, San Ramon 

¶ Last Saturday Crossroads Speaker /Bir thday Meeting,  
8:00 pm 

¶ Last Saturday Tri Valley Speaker /Bir thday Meeting,  
8:00 pm 
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Phone:  925-829-3160 

Hotline:   925-829-0666 

Email: info@valleyservicecenter.org 

 
Monday  5 pm - 7:30PM 

Wednesday 6 pm - 8 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 1 pm 

Valley Intergroup Service 
Council 

meets on the  
 

1st Monday* of the month  
 

Orientation for new  
Intergroup Reps 7:00 pm 

 

Intergroup meeting at 7:30 pm 
   

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1225 Hopyard Road 
Pleasanton, CA 

 
*Check the website for changes in sched-
ule to accommodate holidays, etc. 

 

For AA events in nearby communities, visit these web sites: 
 

Contra Costa County Service Center  http://www.contracostaaa.org/  
East Bay Intergroup  http://eastbayaa.org/ 

San Francisco Central Office  http://www.aasf.org/ 
Santa Clara County Intergroup Office http://aasanjose.org/ 
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Copies of the Valley View may be downloaded from the  
Valley Service Center website (www.trivalleyaa.org) The Valley 
View is no longer sent out through snail mail. 
 
Information or flyers for publication in the Valley View may be 
emailed to the Editor at ValleyView@trivalleyaa.org 

Participate in the AA-Grapevine’s  
Caption Contest! 

 
The AA Grapevine posts a new cartoon each month for 
members to submit a caption or vote on captions sub-
mitted for last month’s cartoon.  Find this month’s con-
test at  

http://www.aagrapevine.org/ 
 

Scroll down to the “Laugh’s on Us” 

 
Join Us!  

Need a refresher on the 12 Steps or 12 Traditions? 
 

The Broken Elevator Group (“the elevator is broken, please use the steps”)  
studies the steps of Alcoholics Anonymous one at a time using the  

Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

We’re starting at the beginning on the first Thursday of February! 
(We study the Tradition of the month on the last Thursday of each month) 

 
February 2, 2017: Step One (first half of Chapter 3) 

 

The Broken Elevator Group  
4743 East Avenue 

Livermore 
 

7:00 p.m. (one hour meeting) 
Bring your Big Book 


